
Applying Floor Finish

Gather equipment.

Use a clean finish mop. Rinse mop in clean 
water before using.

Wring out the bottom 
half of the mop until the 
finish stops dripping.

Outline the area. Using the figure 8 motion, 
fill in the area with finish. On first coat, 
leave it 6-12 inches away from the walls.

Line the bucket with a trash bag 
to protect the floor finish. Pour the 
finish in the bucket onto the mop 
to reduce foaming

Flip the mop to get
more finish.

Recoat when the floor finish is dry to 
the touch: 30 to 45 minutes depending 
on the weather. Temperature, humidity 
and ventilation will affect dry time.

Properly clean and store equipment.

Strip or top scrub the floor
appropriately before applying
any finish. Make sure there
is no residue left on the floor.
Rinse if needed.

Wear proper personal
protective equipment.
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After at least 10 minutes, place a floor 
fan above the finish to speed the dry 
time. Ensure the fan is not blowing onto 
the finish.
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Place wet floor signs at all entranceways.
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Green Cleaning Tips

● Select appropriate floor finishes that are
extremely durable to minimize the strip
out or top scrub process.

● Build a solid base of floor finish.

● Develop a program to maintain the
floors on a regular basis, improving the
life of the floor finish.

● Properly maintain entranceways with
mats to stop soil from entering the
facility and to protect the floor finish.
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